
Accidental Archaeologists: 
True Stories of 
Unexpected Discoveries
- Sarah Albee

The Brilliant Book of 
Animal Bones – Anna 
Claybourne

A Really Short Journey 
Through the Body -
Bill Bryson & Emma
 Young

Deadly 60 – Steve 
Backshall

Aviation - Matt Ralphs & 
Dieter Braun 

Epic Adventures – Sam 
Sedgman

Stuff You Should Know – 
John Farndon and Rob 
Beattie

A Day in the Life of Fossils, 
Fire and Other Fantastic 
Finds – Mike Barfield and 
Jess Bradley

Can You Get Rainbows in 
Space? - Dr Sheila Kanani

Kay’s Anatomy – Adam 
Kay

Great Mysteries of the 
World – Richard 
Hammond

I Ate Sunshine for 
Breakfast - Michael 
Holland & Philip Giordano

Epic Animal Journeys – Ed 
J.Brown

The Mysteries of the 
Universe – Will Gater

FACTopia! - Kate Hale & 
Andy Smith

Daring Deeds – KLG 
History

A book cover of a book
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Reading List: Year 5-6

The books on this list have been selected as suitable 
for  readers in Year 5 and 6. They aim to inspire, 

stretch and challenge.

A book cover with a train and a globe

AI-generated content may be incorrect.

A poster with cartoon characters

AI-generated content may be incorrect.

A book cover with planets and stars

AI-generated content may be incorrect.

A poster for a book

AI-generated content may be incorrect.

A book cover with a variety of animals

AI-generated content may be incorrect.

A book cover with a picture of animals

AI-generated content may be incorrect.

A person lying on the ground with a snake

AI-generated content may be incorrect.

NON-FICTION

https://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/book/9780241606247/isbn/A-Really-Short-Journey-Through-the-Body-by-Bill-Bryson.html
https://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/book/9781338575781/isbn/Accidental-Archaeologists-by-Sarah-Albee.html
https://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/book/9781800784918/isbn/Aviation-by-Matt-Ralphs.html
https://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/book/9780241519738/isbn/Can-You-Get-Rainbows-in-Space-A-Colourful-Compendium-of-Space-and-Science-by-Dr-Sheila-Kanani.html
https://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/book/9781804661611/isbn/FACTopia-by-Kate-Hale.html
https://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/book/9780753449110/isbn/Epic-Adventures-by-Sam-Sedgman.html
https://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/book/9781784932992/isbn/Stuff-You-Should-Know-by-John-Farndon-Rob-Beattie.html
https://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/book/9781837250257/isbn/A-Day-in-the-Life-of-Fossils-Fire-and-Other-Fantastic-Finds-by-Mike-Barfield.html
https://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/book/9780241452929/isbn/Kays-Anatomy-by-Adam-Kay.html
https://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/book/9780370332376/isbn/Richard-Hammonds-Great-Mysteries-of-the-World-by-Richard-Hammond.html
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Mysteries-Universe-Discover-best-kept-secrets/dp/0241412471/ref=sr_1_1?crid=2RLCH3VBPVQDL&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.yFKnYxwpfj2iukIl3SD_f5kxIBrc2YB7SDi-Lh1-94C8eNthFzfnIfLYEa9ZXUguBKQkDcgZO_hp63UR3P0iK_SwOes0DUHBITPq3WGnMIRgY_yf3CUAr3-HdiZhdwNxJ0t8d_Ti79Z8d_MC8Z1YWDsZg6jcJg0eEuUo9KEjq_jxSnrP3meatbRetTnzC5UH6h4pE_Gkvu5D3fTaaFfj-Vrbb9ydvyJV4TF_oWxVhDM.46ggXx_iC8GSFqZ32-duANqRLMIdEEVya74OCk8sAwk&dib_tag=se&keywords=non+fiction+books+for+kids+9-12&qid=1757767793&s=books&sprefix=non+fiction+books+%2Cstripbooks%2C107&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Daring-Deeds-Family-Friendly-Friendship-Kindness/dp/1915363551/ref=sr_1_1?crid=2LLCS6FR84A12&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.1S9NdRIbXwoUa050r3FN8dQ-ugdu1oe5_neXZ8uLgXjGjHj071QN20LucGBJIEps.q_I89M7L_7pNyMweDOJjT0O9o7mP_dc61dsWa62-Vt8&dib_tag=se&keywords=daring+deeds+ww2+short+stories+for+kids&qid=1757775133&sprefix=daring+deed%2Caps%2C96&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/dp/1526312476?tag=schoolreadinglist-21
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Epic-Animal-Journeys-Migration-navigation/dp/1800660294?tag=schoolreadinglist-21
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Steve-Backshalls-Deadly-60-Backshall/dp/1472965191/ref=sr_1_1?crid=256VJ06Z5V9WX&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.eFLb9BOceszfl1WnF6uGdjpc2NuRjvKzsBMr3xIqFQz9UKDS9K01fy2aC2PWfvakJz4wZ55Q9E-4Q6xBsTN_SceNM1gcZxXhtygSIWr1LPNudcpHogVGuAtH2nFE35t9Nkjxstxv6A2NqCZvvmN7EE6ho2slIZXNO8bdGbMJukc6ewBkGt4FLPgaBW8ZxIwMpoY_oeAuP35qH8Uvb8jVLA30rDQF2jVfDm8SqfsMfrk.bSv1W5xN2uupwyqHVo9ARsH-JRBJAHFEtudMVaVw294&dib_tag=se&keywords=deadly+60&qid=1757775543&sprefix=deadly+60%2Caps%2C118&sr=8-1
https://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/book/9781838740733/isbn/I-Ate-Sunshine-for-Breakfast-by-Michael-Holland.html


Charlotte’s Web – E.B. 
White

Hacker - Malorie Blackman Goodnight Mister Tom – 
Michelle Margorian

Tom’s Midnight Garden – 
Philippa Pearce

Murder Most Unladylike – 
Robin Stevens

Journey to the River Sea - 
Eva Ibbotson

Letters From the 
Lighthouse – Emma Carroll

My Heart is a Poem - 
Various authors & 
illustrators

Nowhere Island – Tania 
Unsworth

Skellig – David Almond Percy Jackson and the 
Lightning Thief - Rick 
Riordan

Arctic Star – Tom Palmer

Roman Mystery Series - 
Caroline Lawrence

Scrap - Guy Bass & Alessia 
Trunfio

Secrets of a Sun King - 
Emma Carroll

There’s a Boy in the Girls’ 
Bathroom – Louis Sachar

A child with a pipe in her mouth

Description automatically generated

A book cover with children running

Description automatically generated

A book cover with a butterfly

Description automatically generated

A cover of a book

Description automatically generated

A book cover of a book

Description automatically generated

Tower House School
Reading List: Year 5-6

The books on this list have been selected as suitable 
for  readers in Year 5 and 6. They aim to inspire, 

stretch and challenge.

A poster for a novel

AI-generated content may be incorrect.

A cover of a book

AI-generated content may be incorrect.

A blue background with airplanes and a dog

AI-generated content may be incorrect.

A poster for a book cover

AI-generated content may be incorrect.

A blue sign with a pink figure and white text

AI-generated content may be incorrect.

FICTION

https://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/book/9780552551649/isbn/Hacker-by-Malorie-Blackman.html
https://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/book/9781838914400/isbn/My-Heart-is-a-Poem-by-Various-Authors.html
https://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/book/9780571327584/isbn/Letters-from-the-Lighthouse-by-Emma-Carroll.html
https://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/book/9781529067255/isbn/Journey-to-the-River-Sea-by-Eva-Ibbotson.html
https://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/book/9780141346809/isbn/Percy-Jackson-and-the-Lightning-Thief-by-Rick-Riordan.html
https://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/author/986/Caroline-Lawrence.html
https://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/book/9781788955973/isbn/SCRAP-by-Guy-Bass.html
https://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/book/9780571328499/isbn/Secrets-of-a-Sun-King-by-Emma-Carroll.html
https://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/book/9780340944950/isbn/Skellig-by-David-Almond.html
https://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/book/9781781129715/isbn/Arctic-Star-by-Tom-Palmer.html
https://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/book/9780141316048/isbn/Charlottes-Web-by-E-B-White-Garth-Williams.html
https://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/book/9780141369761/isbn/Murder-Most-Unladylike-by-Robin-Stevens.html
https://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/book/9781804540091/isbn/Nowhere-Island-by-Tania-Unsworth.html
https://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/book/9780141353845/isbn/Goodnight-Mister-Tom-by-Michelle-Magorian.html
https://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/book/9780192734501/isbn/Toms-Midnight-Garden-by-Philippa-Pearce.html
https://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/book/9781408869109/isbn/Theres-a-Boy-in-the-Girls-Bathroom-by-Louis-Sachar.html


Stig of the Dump – Clive 
King

Swallows and Amazons 
Arthur Ransome

The Last Bear - Hannah 
Gold & Levi Pinfold 

The Boy at the Back of the 
Class – Onjali  Raúf

The Boy with the Bronze 
Axe - Kathleen Fidler

The Chronicles of Narnia - 
C.S. Lewis

The Diary of Anne Frank - 
Anne Frank

The Final Year – 
Matt Goodfellow

Viking Boy - Tony 
Bradman

The Hobbit - J.R.R. Tolkien The Jamie Drake Equation 
- Christopher Edge

A Romani Story - Richard 
O'Neill

The Machine Gunners - 
Robert Westall

October, October – Katya 
Balen

Hunt for the Golden 
Scarab  - M.G. Leonard

Clockwork – Philip 
Pullman

A black and white illustration of two boys

Description automatically generated

A poster of a boat with a red sail

Description automatically generated

Back of a red backpack

Description automatically generated

A book cover of a book

Description automatically generated

A book cover with a picture of two people walking in the snow

Description automatically generated

A close-up of a book cover

Description automatically generated

A poster for a book

Description automatically generated

A book cover of a book

Description automatically generated

A cover of a book

Description automatically generated

A book cover of a book

Description automatically generated

A cover of a book

Description automatically generated

A book cover of a person

Description automatically generated

Tower House School
Reading List: Year 5-6

The books on this list have been selected as suitable 
for  readers in Year 5 and 6. They aim to inspire, 

stretch and challenge.

FICTION

https://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/book/9780241623909/isbn/Stig-of-the-Dump-by-Clive-King.html
https://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/book/9781782957393/isbn/Swallows-and-Amazons-by-Arthur-Ransome.html
https://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/book/9781510105010/isbn/The-Boy-At-the-Back-of-the-Class-by-Onjali-Q-Raf.html
https://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/book/9780863158827/isbn/The-Boy-With-the-Bronze-Axe-by-Kathleen-Fidler-Edward-Mortelmans.html
https://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/book/9780007528097/isbn/The-Chronicles-of-Narnia-box-set-by-C-S-Lewis.html
https://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/book/9780141345352/isbn/The-Diary-of-Anne-Frank-by-Anne-Frank.html
https://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/book/9781915659040/isbn/The-Final-Year-by-Matt-Goodfellow.html
https://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/book/9780008411312/isbn/The-Last-Bear-by-Hannah-Gold.html
https://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/book/9780857638403/isbn/The-Jamie-Drake-Equation-by-Christopher-Edge.html
https://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/book/9780007497904/isbn/The-Hobbit-by-J-R-R-Tolkien.html
https://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/book/9781035058341/isbn/The-Machine-Gunners-by-Robert-Westall.html
https://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/book/9781406313833/isbn/Viking-Boy-by-Tony-Bradman-Pierre-Denis-Goux.html
https://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/book/9781407199580/isbn/A-Different-Kind-of-Freedom-by-Richard-ONeill.html
https://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/book/9780241326312/isbn/Clockwork-or-All-Wound-Up-by-Philip-Pullman.html


When the Sky Falls – Phil 
Earle

A series of Unfortunate 
Events – Lemony Snicket

Windrush Child - Benjamin 
Zephaniah

Wonder – R. J. Palacio

Wonderscape – Jennifer 
Bell

Clockwork Conspiracy – 
Sam Sedgman

Safiyyah’s War – Hiba Noor 
Khan

Dragon Mountain – Katie 
Tsang and Kevin Tsang

Code Name Kingfisher – Liz 
Kessler

Five Children and It – E. 
Nesbit

Treason – Berlie Doherty Brightstorm – Vashti Hardy

War Horse – Michael 
Morpurgo

The Alex Rider Series – 
Anthony Horowitz

Escape Room – 
Christopher Edge

Stitch – Padraig Kenny

A book cover with a gorilla and a person in the background

Description automatically generated

A person standing in front of a ship

Description automatically generated

A cartoon of a child with a blue background

Description automatically generated

A cover of a book

Description automatically generated

A book cover of a book

Description automatically generated

A poster for a movie

Description automatically generated

A book cover of a book

Description automatically generated

Tower House School
Reading List: Year 5-6

The books on this list have been selected as suitable 
for  readers in Year 5 and 6. They aim to inspire, 

stretch and challenge.

A book cover of a book

AI-generated content may be incorrect.

A person looking at a horse

AI-generated content may be incorrect.

A book cover for a room

AI-generated content may be incorrect.

A cover of a book

AI-generated content may be incorrect.

FICTION

https://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/book/9781783449651/isbn/When-the-Sky-Falls-by-Phil-Earle.html
https://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/book/9780702302725/isbn/Windrush-Child-by-Benjamin-Zephaniah.html
https://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/book/9780241397893/isbn/Wonder-by-R-J-Palacio.html
https://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/book/9781406391725/isbn/Wonderscape-by-Jennifer-Bell.html
https://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/book/9780060839093/isbn/A-Series-of-Unfortunate-Events-Box-by-Lemony-Snicket.html
https://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/book/9781526665386/isbn/The-Clockwork-Conspiracy-by-Sam-Sedgman.html
https://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/book/9781398512511/isbn/Code-Name-Kingfisher-by-Liz-Kessler.html
https://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/book/9781471193071/isbn/Dragon-Mountain-by-Katie-Tsang-Kevin-Tsang.html
https://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/book/9780241435076/isbn/Five-Children-and-It-by-E-Nesbit.html
https://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/book/9781849391214/isbn/Treason-by-Berlie-Doherty.html
https://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/book/9781407181707/isbn/Brightstorm-by-Vashti-Hardy.html
https://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/book/9780008774141/isbn/War-Horse-by-Michael-Morpurgo.html
https://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/book/9781529526660/isbn/Alex-Rider-Stormbreaker-Silver-Edition-by-Anthony-Horowitz.html
https://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/book/9781788007962/isbn/Escape-Room-by-Christopher-Edge.html
https://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/book/9781839133138/isbn/Safiyyahs-War-by-Hiba-Noor-Khan.html


Classic Stories for 11+ Preparation

For the 11+ English exam, children really benefit from being familiar with the storylines, characters, and themes of 
classic works, even if they don’t read the full text. This is not compulsory, but beneficial.

Oliver Twist – Charles Dickens
Great Expectations – Charles Dickens
A Christmas Carol – Charles Dickens
Moby-Dick – Herman Melville
Treasure Island – Robert Louis Stevenson
Kidnapped – Robert Louis Stevenson
Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde – Robert Louis Stevenson
Gulliver’s Travels – Jonathan Swift
Robinson Crusoe – Daniel Defoe
The Swiss Family Robinson – Johann David Wyss
The Jungle Book – Rudyard Kipling
Black Beauty – Anna Sewell
The Secret Garden – Frances Hodgson Burnett
Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland & Through the Looking-Glass – Lewis Carroll
Peter Pan – J.M. Barrie
20,000 Leagues Under the Sea – Jules Verne
Frankenstein – Mary Shelley
Dracula – Bram Stoker
Sherlock Holmes: The Hound of the Baskervilles – Sir Arthur Conan Doyle
The Railway Children – E. Nesbit
The Wind in the Willows – Kenneth Grahame
Shakespeare’s Plays (The most well known)
Grimm’s Fairy Tales – Brothers Grimm
Fairy Tales – Hans Christian Andersen
Greek Myths (e.g. Odysseus, Persephone, Hercules) – various retellings
(This list is just a guide; there are many classic titles associated with these authors and time periods.)

Exam boards like these texts because:
The language is challenging but not impossible.
They offer strong themes (morality, justice, courage, resilience).
They provide excellent material for descriptive writing models.

Tip for parents:
Children don’t need to struggle through the full Victorian texts at age 11. 

They can:
Read abridged or illustrated editions (e.g. Usborne, Puffin Classics).
Use summaries or retellings (e.g. Michael Morpurgo’s retellings of classics, or the Classic Starts series).
Watch thoughtful adaptations (films, stage plays, or BBC/CBBC versions) to reinforce plot and themes.

Tower House School
Reading List: Year 5-6

The books on this list have been selected as suitable 
for  readers in Year 5 and 6. They aim to inspire, 

stretch and challenge.
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